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ASB debates
tomorrow at
the Overby
Center
BY CAIN MADDEN
Campus News Editor

On Wednesday, the Society of
Professional Journalists will bring
back an event that was inspired by
the 2008 Obama-McCain debate.
Former SPJ President Andrew
Scott recreated the presidential debate on campus using Associated
Student Body candidates, and the
event returns at 7 p.m. tomorrow
at the Overby Center.
Candidates for president, vice
president and attorney general will
participate in the debate. Taylor
McGraw and Cortez Moss are
running for president, Abby Olivier and Casey Stafford are running
for vice president, and BJ Barr and
Evan Kirkham are running for attorney general.
“Come to the debate to hear
what the candidates plan to address in the coming year,” Rachel
Willis, ASB director of communications, said. “Lots of changes are
taking place at Ole Miss, and the
ASB will continue to represent the
student voice.
“Students should come to make
an informed decision when they
vote. Students should know what
each candidate plans to do if elected.”
Zach Cruthirds, a first-year law
student and a host of the Rebel Radio morning show, will moderate
the event. As moderator, Cruthirds
will ask a set of questions that were
compiled by the SPJ and ASB, and
each candidate will have two minutes to respond.
The student candidates for president and vice president will each
answer two questions and give a
closing statement. The attorney
general candidates will each answer one question.
“Students should come out and
support their candidates and fellow students because it is a fun
way to see your ASB candidates in
action,” said current SPJ president
Kristie Warino.
Willis said ASB is important because the group represents students
and their interests in decisions that
affect the University.
“Electing officers to lead that
charge is an important part of the
process so that no one feels left out
of the decision-making process on
campus,” Willis said.
A campaign rally will take place
at 6 p.m. at the Overby Center,
where the candidates will set up
See DEBATE, PAGE 4
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ASB Campaigns Begin
BY MADISON HILL
The Daily Mississippian

The Associated Student Body
campaigns have officially begun, as of Monday.
There are nine candidates
running for the six ASB positions: president, vice president,
attorney general, treasurer, judicial chair and secretary.
Cortez Moss and Taylor
McGraw are the candidates
running for ASB president.
McGraw is a junior who was
born and raised in Oxford. He

has been a part of the ASB for
McGraw said he is currently
three years and is running for working with various programs
ASB president because he is to make wireless printing camdetermined to make ASB more pus-wide, build an outdoor baspresent in student life here at ketball court and reduce parking
the University of Mississippi.
ticket prices. McGraw claims
“We have worried more about that as ASB president, he will
politics and our own squabbles work to significantly improve
than what is best for the students the lives of Ole Miss students.
at this university,” McGraw
Moss is a junior public polsaid. “I am sick of it.”
icy major and former director
If elected president, McGraw of academic affairs from Calhopes to make Scantrons free of houn City. If elected president,
charge.
Moss said he plans to “rebuild
“I don’t think you should have
See ASB, PAGE 5
to pay to take a test,” he said.
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Crosby Hall, which has traditionally housed sophomore sorority members, will become a primarily freshman residence hall
next year.

BY DONICA PHIFER
Online Editor

With the student body at historically large proportions, on-campus
housing has become increasingly
difficult to find.
For the 2011-2012 academic
year, the Office of Student Housing
and Residence Life has informed the
Ole Miss sororities that there will
no longer be guaranteed housing
in Crosby Hall due to an incoming
freshman class expected to be larger
than the current class.
Traditionally, Crosby Hall houses
sophomore sorority members.
“This past year, we were very,
very, very full,” said Lorinda Krhut,
director of student housing. “We
wanted to be prepared should the
freshman class increase.”

Each sorority was offered the option to be placed within Campus
Walk, which was purchased by the
University in 2010 to provide more
on-campus housing, Krhut said.
“Ultimately, it was up to the sororities as to whether they wanted
to take us up on that offer or whether they wanted to find housing on
their own,” Krhut said.
Several sororities have begun
looking for off-campus housing.
“The Tri Delta’s have contacted us
and we have 80 leases reserved for
them, and there are other sororities
who are deciding if they will come
live with us,” said Brittany McCain,
leasing and marketing manager for
Campus Creek.
Campus Creek will have 160
leases reserved, as Chi Omega reserves another 80 leases annually,

McCain said.
Some Delta Gamma sophomores
have made a joint decision to live
off-campus at The Connection,
according to an e-mail from Marie
Britt, House Manager for Delta
Gamma.
With so many extra students
needing housing, off-campus spaces
are filling up fast.
“Four bedroom apartments are
pretty much gone, so the only options left are three bedroom apartments,” McCain said.
Approximately 400 bedspaces
are available at Campus Creek, and
prices have increased twice since
October due to demand, McCain
said.
So far, the six other campus sororities have not responded to contact
attempts.
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Verizon iPhone is one step forward
BY MATTHEW
HENRY
Columnist

T H E

The iPhone is no longer exclusive to AT&T.
Starting Feb. 10, those with
Verizon as their service provider will have the option to purchase an iPhone. This is a large
step for Apple and the mobile
phone community.
For those who have complained (myself included) of
poor AT&T service, we now
have some form of respite. Already AT&T is jockeying to
steal and/or keep iPhone customers.
Although many current iPhone users are still tethered to a
two-year contract with AT&T,
new iPhone users will now have
a choice in carriers. But we are
still a long way away from a
truly competitive cell phone
market.
The iPhone has been out for
almost four years, and it is just
now moving to another carrier.
Granted, there are a number
of technical restrictions that

impeded its move.
For one thing (without getting too technical), Verizon
uses a CDMA network, which
is different from AT&T’s
GSM/HSPA network.
While the specifics are not
important, it does take different components for phones to
work on different networks.
That means that if you want to
switch from AT&T to Verizon,
you must buy a new phone –
even if you already own an iPhone.
Again, while I am happy that
there is greater choice with
the iPhone, there is still a lot
of work left to do. Apple and
the cell phone service providers
still lock these phones to their
respective networks.
This is somewhat justified
through the use of subsidies
by the carriers: Whenever you
sign a two year contract with a
carrier, you normally get a substantial discount.

But even when your contract
is up, you find your phone is
still tied to the original network.
In a perfect world, a person
would buy a cell phone directly from the manufacturer
and then choose which carrier
for service. This is how we currently get online with our computers.
We buy the computer independent from the broadband
service (e.g., Comcast or Metrocast,) and now that smartphones have reached the same
level of computing power, we
need to adopt the same approach for cell phones.
Now don’t get me wrong, I
think it is great that Verizon
now offers the iPhone (and I
am sure that Verizon subscribers are excited too).
But it is important to remember that the new Verizon
iPhone can also work on the
network used by Sprint, while
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the AT&T iPhone can work on
T-Mobile.
It is possible to unlock the
phone by circumventing the
protections employed by Apple
through online tools.In fact,
the Library of Congress has
ruled it as an exception to the
Digital Millenium Copyright
act.
The issue with that is the majority of iPhone users probably
would not take the time or have
the technical understanding to
unlock his or her iPhone.
The iPhone and other smartphones are the future of mobile
computing.
The cell phone carriers are
still stuck in the 1990s when it
comes to locking phones to a
particular network.
Hopefully, it will not take
the same amount of time for
the iPhone to move to a different network that it took for it
to expand from AT&T to Verizon.

The Daily Mississippian welcomes all comments.
Please send a letter to the editor addressed to The Daily
Mississippian, 201 Bishop Hall, University, MS, 38677
or send an e-mail to dmeditor@gmail.com.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer
than 300 words. Third party letters and those bearing
pseudonyms, pen names or “name withheld” will not be
published. Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar month.
Student submissions must include grade classification
and major. All submissions must be turned in at least
three days in advance of date of desired publication.
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The Super Flop of the Year
BY AMELIA CAMURATI
Opinion Editor

Sunday night, millions of
Americans tuned into Fox for
the big battle between the Packers and the Steelers in Super
Bowl XLV.
However, what they found
was a lot of sub-par musical entertainment mixed in with an
entertaining enough football
game.
Oh, and the commercials.
The commercials were great.
From beginning to end, the
“musical guests” disappointed
with lackluster performances
full of flat notes and screeching
strains (mostly from the out-ofdate Christina Aguilera).
Lea Michelle opened the night
with “America the Beautiful,”
rewritten to cater her theatrical
a Capella style and backed by
a 20-something choir. Her flat
riffs throughout the
song combined with a major rewrite at the end were an
unexpected
disappointment
from the Tony award-winning
singer.
To call her an actress is a
stretch, but the girl can usually

sing. Maybe it was too cold in
the largest domed stadium in
the world.
Glee is taking over the world,
but for what reason I just don’t
know.
It’s not written well. The
talent isn’t that great. It’s just
flashy and definitely doesn’t belong in Cowboys Stadium.
While she was probably the
most solid of the performances,
that’s not something to brag
about by any means.
Following the Gleek queen,
Christina Aguilera took a stab
at the “Star Spangled Banner,”
greeted by hundreds of thousands of cheers.
By the end of it, maybe 20
people clapped because she had
stopped making people’s ears
bleed.
Aguilera not only couldn’t
sing the notes as they were written, but she couldn’t even remember the iconic words about
ramparts.
Three lines in, it appears she
blanked on the lyrics and improvised “what so proudly we
watched at the twilight’s last
gleaming,” which I guess is kind
of the same when the television
is on mute.
To sing something poorly is
sometimes out of your control.
Maybe she’s sick; maybe she’s
just shot her voice to hell.
It is another thing entirely to
forget the words to the Nation-

Letter to the Editor
Dear editor,
I want to commend the Ole
Miss students who filled the student section from bottom to top
in the Tad Smith Coliseum for
the Ole Miss-Kentucky basketball game on Tuesday, Feb. 1.
After the deficit by Tennessee
on Saturday, Jan. 29, the students could have deserted the
heartbroken team – as did some

alumni.
But the students were there
en masse for the Kentucky game
and were a big part of the victory with their presence and their
loud and enthusiastic school
spirit.
Many thanks to the loyal student fans.
Stella Salmon
Clarksdale

al Anthem in the middle of the
song in front of roughly 80,000
football diehards.
For the halftime extravaganza, the Black Eyed Peas decided
to get hundreds of people to
do the majority of their performance for them and remained
in their four-person lineup.
Whether they rehearsed or
not is anyone’s guess, but, from
the looks of it, the only people
rehearsing were the “Tron”-tastic, glow-in-the-dark people in
oddly perfect sync surrounding
the stage and not those actually
on the stage.
Thankfully, they got the running man down to an exact science.
Slash tried to swoop in and
save the day, and for about 15
seconds, he did. Then Fergie
decided to join him for “Sweet
Child o’ Mine” and tanked the
performance as far into the
half-inch turf as it could get.
And Usher was there. He
didn’t help or hurt the performance, really, but he was indeed there. Great comeback,
Usher Raymond.
Between Fergie’s microphone
not being on at the top of the
performance, to the lights in
the letter “v” in love not working, there were more technical failures than the year Janet
Jackson had her “wardrobe malfunction.”
When following classics like

The Who, Tom Petty and The
Rolling Stones, you have got to
be on point or you’re going to
look like damn fools.
This isn’t just a sing-along, it’s
one of the most viewed events
of the year.
Considering the NFL does
not pay the halftime performers except for travel and performance expenses because they
say the performers’ sales go up
tremendously after the show,
that won’t be the case when you
make the audience uncomfortable with your scary faces.
Throwing together a random
collection of your “biggest hits”
that half the country doesn’t
like or even know might get
you more popularity, but Glee
has two of the top ten on iTunes
(both from the episode immediately following the game) while
the Black Eyed Peas still only
have the one that’s been there
for weeks, “The Time (Dirty
Bit).”
In the end, the Super Bowl is
not just about the game – it’s
about the four plus hours of
entertainment that most every
household tunes into once a
year.
When the performances are
beyond tragic, it becomes the
focus of the evening instead of
the game.
And we all know football is
the backbone of America, even
when the Packers win.

Alice & Co.
Hair • Skin • Nails
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1729 University Avenue • 234-3896
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New UMMC pharmacy building to cost $10 million

Courtesy of UMMC

BY JACOB BATTE
The Daily Mississippian

The newest school at the University of Mississippi Medical Center will have its own building after
spending 38 years without one.
The school of pharmacy building is currently under construction
and is expected to be finished and
open up this fall.
Dr. Leigh Ann Ross, associate dean for Clinical Affairs at
UMMC, is looking forward to the
new building.
“The school of pharmacy has
been on the medical center campus
for a number of years and our faculty, staff and students here never

had a physical space dedicated to
the school of pharmacy.” Ross said.
“It will allow our students and our
faculty and staff to be all together
in one space, and we will be on
the main medical center campus,
right in the heart of what is going
to be the academic corridor for
UMMC.”
The building is estimated to cost
approximately $10 million. It is a
29,500 square foot, two-story, “L”shaped building that will house 17
small group classrooms, a 162 seat
auditorium, with faculty and administrative staff offices, as well as
space for clinical and basic science
research.
Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.)

students split their seven-year degree program between Oxford
and Jackson. In Oxford, students
spend three years in pre-pharmacy
and two in the professional pharmacy program. The students then
head to UMMC for a year of active
learning, also known as their PY3
year. Students also get their early
practice experiences, followed by
a year of advanced practice experiences. Most of the courses moved
to the Jackson Medical Mall in the
late 1990s, when the school began offering the Pharm.D. degree,
which requires students to spend
more time in a variety of clinical
settings.
The push for the new building
came after pharmacy’s accrediting
body, the Accreditation Council
for Pharmacy Education, encouraged the school to narrow the gap
between academic and research
facilities in Jackson and those in
Oxford. The ACPE’s concerns
mirrored those of pharmacy administrators, who realized students
and faculty were becoming increasingly isolated from the rest of
the campus.
“Right now our students are having classes at the Jackson Medical

Mall, which is about a mile away
from the main medical center
campus.” Ross said. “Our faculty
and staff are divided, some have
offices at the Jackson Medical Mall
and some have offices at an office
building here on the medical center campus so this is an opportunity to bring everyone together to
give the school of pharmacy a visible presence on the medical center
campus and hopefully increase the
collaboration we have for education research with our colleagues at
the medical center.”
Ross said that the big advantage
of having the pharmacy building
on campus will be that it allows
for students to more easily interact
with the other health profession
students and the faculty, whereas
before they likely had to drive to
another building to meet with a
professor. The building will also
have video-conferencing capabilities with the Oxford campus.
“The video-conferencing capabilities will greatly enhance student/faculty and student/student
engagement across campuses in
course work, assemblies, student
government and other activities to
promote learning and profession-

alization.” said Dr. Barbara Wells,
the Dean of Pharmacy on the Oxford Campus.
The University of Mississippi
school of pharmacy is listed regularly in the top five in research
funding by the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy. The
faculty have implemented a problem-based learning curriculum
that has been replicated by other
schools, and pharmacy students’
pass rates on the national licensure
exam have exceeded 98 percent
over the past seven years. The rate
was 100 percent for four of those
seven years.
Dr. Wells sees a bright future for
the pharmacy program at the University.
“The new education and research
building on the UMMC campus
marks the beginning of a new era
for the school of pharmacy.” Wells
said. “This new structure will not
only bring us into compliance with
new accreditation standards, but it
will also enhance student learning
and access to faculty. It will provide many more opportunities for
our students and faculty to engage
in interprofessional educational
and research collaborations.”

Ole Miss prepares to compete in 2011 Relay For Life
BY LANCE INGRAM
The Daily Mississippian

The University of Mississippi
Relay for Life chapter has a goal: to
beat Mississippi State in this year’s
Relay for Life Bowl.
The competition is part of the
Relay for Life event on March 25.
Membership chair of the Ole Miss
Relay for Life team Jamie Osman
said the chapter is striving to raise
$50,000 for the organization.
“We have the ability to reach

the goal, and we’re already ahead
of where we were last year so that’s
a good sign,” Osman said. “The
committees have been great so far,
and the teams that have signed
up already are doing great, so we
definitely have the potential to get
there.”
The competition between the
schools to see which could raise the
most money started with last year’s
event. Ole Miss brought home the
trophy, winning by approximately
$7,000, Osman said.
“We currently have the trophy,

Stop by this week and let us

Perfect your Pucker
We will show you how to line, fill, and gloss
your lips just in time for Valentine’s.
NO APPOINTMENTS NEEDED!

CLINIQUE, ESTEE LAUDER, & Fashion Fair

We will donate $1 for every lipstick, lip gloss, and lipliner
purchased between Feb. 7 - Feb. 14 to Love Packs,
an organization helping feed hungry kids
in the Oxford School District.

NEILSON’S
ON THE OXFORD SQUARE SINCE 1839

and we’re working really hard to
keep it here this year,” she said.
All of the money raised during
the event will represent Ole Miss as
a whole against other schools in the
nation.
Organizers are trying to have faculty and staff more involved in this
year’s event.
Osman said she hopes to have
every organization on campus represented and raising money.
Currently, 20 teams have signed
up and are fundraising, with Phi
Mu and Sigma Pi having raised the

most thus far. Other teams signed
up include the pharmacy school
and the J.D. Williams Library.
Osman said participants are not
limited to campus organizations.
If anyone is interested in participating but is not involved in a
campus organization, they can get a
group of friends together and creating a group.
The event is a walk where groups
will have at least one participant
walking around the Lyceum Circle
from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m.
While that participant is walk-

ing, organizers will have food, live
music, games and other activities to
keep people motivated and awake
the entire time.
The theme for this year will be
“Tailgating for a Cure,” and organizers plan to set up the area much
like game day during Ole Miss
football season.
Relay for Life is a fundraiser for
the American Cancer Society to
help discover a cure. Osman said
the idea behind the event is that
cancer never sleeps and for one
night, neither will they.
“The relay has three different areas to it,” she said. “We celebrate the
survivors who have won the battle
against cancer, remember the loved
ones who lost their battle and the
third area is fighting back, where
groups raise money to help stop the
spread of cancer.”
For a groups interested in participating visit www.relayforlife.org/
olemiss and sign up online. People
can also donate online to specific
teams through the website with a
credit card.

DEBATE,

continued from page 1

tables to discuss their positions with
students.
“This is a chance for people to
come meet and interact with all the
candidates,” Willis said.
The Overby Center will open to
students at 5 p.m.
For more information, visit http://
asbpresidentialdebates.blogspot.
com.
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ASB,

continued from page 1

The Candidates

CORTEZ MOSS
President

TAYLOR
MCGRAW
President

rebel pride throughout the Ole
Miss family and create an environment in which we are all
proud.”
Moss hopes to work with the
Cardinal Club and Student
Programming Board to build
upon the tradition and pride of
the Ole Miss community. Moss
will begin this process by developing a student-led process
to name the student section
at Vault-Hemingway Stadium
that would include “Rebel”
in its title. Moss also hopes to
implement a “First Ticket Forgiveness” policy each semester,
extend library study hours and
develop a dead period policy for
finals week.
“It is with a strong commitment to the University of Mississippi and past experience in

ABBY OLIVIER
Vice President

working hard for my peers that
makes me ready for the job,”
Moss said.
Abby Olivier and Casey
Stafford are the two candidates
running for vice president. Olivier is a junior public policy
leadership major from Hattiesburg. If elected vice president,
Olivier said she plans to ensure
that senators and their respective counterparts in the executive branch will work together
to create the ultimate student
experience. She also hopes to
improve campus sustainability,
local culture and infrastructure.
Olivier believes that her experience with ASB and the university along with her skills, commitment and passion for Ole
Miss make her best suited to be
vice president.

CASEY
STAFFORD
Vice President

BJ BARR
Attorney General

Stafford is a junior public policy leadership major from Tupelo. If elected, Stafford hopes
to improve the student-senator
relationship by placing contact
information for each ASB senator at a public location. Stafford
also said she plans to increase
student collaboration by bridging existing gaps among the
ASB Senate, Graduate Student
Council and the Law School
Student Body. She also hopes to
further publicize ASB’s actions
through various campus media
outlets. Stafford said that her
experience in ASB and knowledge of senate operations have
prepared her for the position of
vice president.
The two candidates running
for attorney general are BJ Barr
and Evan Kirkham. If elected,

EVAN KIRKHAM
Attorney General

COURTNEY
PEARSON
Judicial Chair

JOHN JAMES
Treasurer

Barr plans to make campuswide elections more transparent and create incentives for
students who participate in voting. After serving two years in
the Department of Justice, Barr
believes that his knowledge and
experience make him best suited to be the campus’ attorney
general.
If elected attorney general,
Kirkham hopes to more actively
represent and involve the student body in the campus legislative process in ways such as
holding town hall type meetings
for students. If elected, Kirkham
said he plans to uphold the constitution and the student’s bill
of rights unconditionally.
Accounting major John James
is running unopposed for treasurer. As treasurer, James plans

to lobby for a larger budget for
the Ole Miss ASB.
“Also, I want to make the best
use of the resources we already
have,” James said.
James feels prepared for the
job because of his experience
with the ASB Senate.
Sophomore Courtney Pearson is running unopposed for
judicial chair. Pearson said that
as judicial chair, she will humbly and respectfully uphold the
values of the Ole Miss Creed.
Jon Daniel McKiever is running unopposed for ASB Secretary. Despite numerous attempts, McKiever could not be
reached for comments.
Primary elections are Tuesday, Feb. 15, and should there
be a need for a run-off election,
it will be Thursday, Feb. 17.

Barack Obama that will limit the
number of atomic warheads the two
former Cold War foes are allowed
to possess. The treaty goes into effect when U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton exchanges
the ratification papers with Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov on
the sidelines of the Munich Security Conference. New START is a

cornerstone of Obama’s efforts to
“reset” U.S. relations with Russia.
In addition to New START, she
said the U.S. is in talks with Russia
about how the two countries can
work together to address issues that
affect their common security, while
maintaining strategic stability.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WORLD NEWS ROUNDUP
Protest leaders meet with
Egypt PM to discuss ways to ease
Mubarak out
Leaders of Egypt’s unprecedented wave of anti-government protests have held talks with the prime
minister over ways to ease President
Hosni Mubarak out of office. Under one proposal, the 82-year-old
leader would hand his powers to his
vice president, though not his title
immediately, to give him a graceful exit. Mubarak has staunchly
refused to leave, insisting on serving out the rest of his term until
September, and his aides have repeatedly said in recent days that the
country’s leader of nearly 30 years
must not be dumped in a humiliating way. A self-declared group of
Egypt’s elite — called the “group of
wise men” — has circulated ideas to
try to break that deadlock. Among
them is a proposal that Mubarak
“deputize” his Vice President Omar
Suleiman with his powers and, for
the time being at least, step down
in everything but name.
Egyptian crisis is lifting oil and
food prices; more economic woes
will come if it spreads
The standoff in Egypt and uncertainty about where it will lead is
causing global economic jitters. It’s
already pushing up the price of oil

and food, and there’s no telling how
long the turmoil will last. The big
worry is that popular uprisings and
revolution will spread to Egypt’s
rich autocratic neighbors who control much of the world’s oil supply.
Instability in the Middle East, if
prolonged, could jeopardize fragile
recoveries in the United States and
Europe. It could limit job creation

and fuel inflation.
New START nuclear arms treaty being finalized between Russia
and US at Munich conference
The U.S. and Russia finalize a
nuclear arms treaty Saturday, a key
foreign policy goal of President

Wondering
What to Give
for Valentine’s Day?

See WORLD, PAGE 6
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Contact Us

Think jewelry! We offer an impressive
collection of fine jewelry and gems to
delight and warm any heart.
Visit us today.

LwAwMwMwOwNwS

FINE JEWELRY
A trusted name for fine jewelry since 1947
North Lamar Plaza w 1126 N. Lamar w Oxford, MS
662-234-2777 w www.lammonsjewelry.com

www.hopso
or 662-902- nplantation.com
23
check us out
on facebo 78
ok
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WORLD,

continued from page 5

January employment report
expected to show modest gains
in hiring as economy picks up
Economic growth is gaining
momentum, with factories busy
and service firms expanding, but
one critical area still lags: job creation. The Labor Department will
issue its January jobs report Friday, and economists are forecasting that it will show only modest
hiring. Employers are expected to
add a net total of 146,000 new
jobs. That’s barely enough to
keep up with population growth.
The unemployment rate is likely
to tick up to 9.5 percent from
9.4 percent in December. Some
analysts are more optimistic and
think the job gains could be larger, after several positive economic
reports were released Thursday.
The service sector, which employs
nearly 90 percent of the work
force, expanded at the fastest pace
in five years last month, retail sales
increased, and factory orders grew
in December.
Storm wreaks havoc, leaves
bitter cold across Midwest,
crushes snow-laden buildings
in East
An enormous winter storm left
Midwesterners shivering in its frozen footprint and crushed snowladen buildings in the Northeast,
where a combination of ice, snow
and rain pushed much of the win-

ter-cursed region to its breaking
point. The sprawling system unloaded as much as 2 feet of snow,
crippled airports and stranded
drivers in downtown Chicago as
if in a prairie blizzard. Officials in
the Northeast had warned homeowners and businesses for days of
the dangers of leaving snow piled
up on rooftops. As the 2,000-milelong storm cloaked the region in
ice and added inches to the piles
of snow already settled across the
landscape, the predictions came
true. No one was seriously injured, however.
Oregon considers statewide
ban on plastic bags
Oregon lawmakers will consider whether the state should
become the first to pass a ban on
plastic bags, a measure recycling
advocates believe would trigger a
domino effect among other states.
A bill co-sponsored by two Republicans and two Democrats
would outlaw throwaway plastic
check-out bags at all retail stores
in Oregon, a state that is already
a leader in passing green legislation. Shoppers would be forced
to bring their own bag or pay a
nickel apiece for recycled paper
bags under SB536.A hearing is set
for Tuesday on the proposed ban,
which is supported by the Northwest Grocers Association and one
of the state’s biggest bag users —
Fred Meyer stores.

RYANNE FLANDERS | The Daily Mississippian

This Richard Lou’s installation “Stories On My Back” in Meek Gallery 130
the page when a right column cannot be used. This is particularly beneficial for larger pictures and should be informative.
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Ugly dogs take over Oxford

Courtesy of “Worst in Show”

BY RACHAEL WALKER
The Daily Mississippian

Puppies are cute, and dogs
are lovable. Right?
Not always.
Premiering this weekend at
Oxford Film Festival is Don R.
Lewis and John T. Beck’s first
feature documentary, “Worst

in Show.”
The hour-long documentary
showcases the annual “World’s
Ugliest Dog Contest,” which
takes place at the Sonoma-Marina Fair in Petaluma, Calif.
In their film, Lewis and Beck
unveil the weird and wacky
world of ugly dog contests and
those who compete in them.

“I liken it to ‘Best in Show’
meets ‘King Kong,’” Lewis
said.
While “Worst in Show” may
be a mockumentary, Lewis and
Beck document the reality of
this flip-sided dog show.
The documentary follows
four contestants (one of which
has been competing since he
was 11 years old) during the
buildup to the competition and
a few weeks after the winner is
announced.
The winner’s prize is not
much more than $1,000, but
most owners are interested in
the fame that follows.
“These people are super obsessive and extremely competitive,” Lewis said.
One of the contest’s biggest
winners, Rascal, was featured
on Jay Leno’s “Tonight Show”
and has been cast in four horror
movies since the competition.
Even more surprising is that
the winners go on the “ugly
dog circuit” which takes them
all over the world.
Just like the dog owners,
Lewis and Beck plan on traveling the world with their documentary
The pair met at a concert and
discovered a mutual interest in
quirky, obsessive stories and
formed their partnership soon
after.
They have been working together for the past 10 years, and
have previously released two
award-winning short films.
Their first documentary,
“Stringers,” is about the world
of independent video journalists in San Francisco.
Their second film, “Drag
King,” showcases the “Fiberglass 500” race in Lake County,
Calif. Competitors pull old
boats around a race track, attempting to destroy each other
until they are the last one on
the track.
Ten years down the line came
the story of the ugly dog contest, which fit the bill of both

quirky and obsessive.
Lewis and Beck said they
went into this story expecting to capture a light-hearted
glimpse into the world of ugly
dogs and their owners. What
they discovered was more than
they could have anticipated.
“The movie is really weird,
funny and touching as well,”
Lewis said.
The pair said they did not expect to come across the touching story of animal rescue that
this documentary also captures.
“Many of these ‘ugly’ dogs
have big problems being adopted due to the way they look,”
Lewis said.
This aspect of the documentary led to the involvement of
the Oxford Animal Shelter,
who will be represented at both
screenings of the documentary
this weekend handing out information about animal rescue.
“People love animal stories,”
Beck said. “Time and time
again, animal stories have the
most readers and biggest reactions.”
Lewis and Beck hope that the
documentary will appeal to not
only independent moviegoers
and animal lovers, but also a
much wider audience.
“At the forefront is the ‘grossout factor,’ but dig below and
you’ll see an interesting and
heartwarming story,” Beck
said.
This will be their first time
at Oxford Film Festival, and
Lewis and Beck said they look
forward to co-premiering the
documentary this weekend as
well as at the San Francisco Independent Film Festival.
Lewis and Beck plan to take
the film around festivals for the
next eight to nine months, and
afterwards, will eventually aim
to edit it down for television.
The documentary plays Friday at 8 p.m. and Saturday at
3:30 p.m., at the Malco Cinema.

The ASB Debate will be Wednesday, February 9th
sponsored by the Society of Professional Journalists.
Come meet the candidates in Campaign Alley
from 6-7:00, and stay for the debate from 7-8:00.

The Presidential, Vice Presidential, and
Attorney General candidates will be debating.
Contact Rachel Willis, Director of Communication,
at rewilli5@olemiss.edu for questions.
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BEHIND THE SCENES:

Thacker
Mountain
Radio Show
BY ASHLEY LOCKE
The Daily Mississippian

An Oxford tradition that
has grown from an audience
of 12 to over 200, the Thacker
Mountain Radio Show began its
Spring 2011 season on Feb. 3.
As a freshman at Ole Miss, I
had not heard of the live radio
show before beginning school.
Intrigued by the word “free,”
I made my way to the Oxford
Square on Thursday afternoon.
Seats were already being filled as
I walked into Off Square Books
at 5:00 p.m., an hour before
the season opener of Thacker
Mountain.
I sat down in the back beside
Off Square Books’ most regular
visitor, their cat Mamacita. After a solid stretch and purr, she
curled up into the chair next to
mine.
I began scratching in my notebook when I was approached by
Water Valley residents, Sookie
and Mary Lou Williams. It was
no time before we were chatting
like old friends.
“Have you met the new producer?” Sookie asked. “Come
and say hello!”
Kathryn McGaw was rushing
back and forth between band
members, authors and sponsors,
but immediately took a break to
introduce herself to me.
“I grew up listening to Thacker,” McGaw said. “It’s been a
great way to highlight literature
and music in Oxford.”
She returned to her busy
schedule, but the introductions
did not stop. Sookie dragged
over Duff Dorrough, lead singer
and guitarist of the house band,
The Yalobushwhackers. He was
dressed casually in a red trucker
hat.
“I’d love to speak to you, but
See THACKER, PAGE 8
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THACKER,

continued from page 7

ASHLEY LOCKE| The Daily Mississippian

LEFT: The crowd watches as John-Alex Mason plays his set. MIDDLE: Thacker closes with a song performed by Duff, Taylor Hildebrand & Valley Gorgon. RIGHT: The bands pack up their instruments after the show.

I’ve got to practice now,” Dorrough said. “Why don’t you
join me for dinner after the
show?”
I accepted and retreated away
from the hustle and bustle as
Dorrough joined the rest of his
band on stage.
As they warmed up, I got settled, and Sookie began to tell
me how Thacker started over
12 years ago.
Caroline Herring and Bryan
Ledford wanted a place for
musicians to showcase their
talent. They chose Off Square
Books, whose acoustics turned
out to be perfect for a live radio
show.
Herring and Ledford, known
as the Sincere Ramblers, served
as the house band for over 2
years before retiring.
“We were at that first show,”
Mary Lou said. “But my, how
it’s grown. Notice we get here

early. It’s like church. We
don’t want anybody taking our
seats.”
It was now 15 minutes before show time, and every seat
was taken. Oxford locals, cross
country travelers and college
students shed their coats and
murmured in excitement over
the first show of the season.
The lights dimmed, and Jim
Dees’ well-known voice welcomed the crowd who warmly responded with claps and
cheers.
Thacker began, as always,
with a few songs by The Yalobushwhackers. Dorrough introduced the members of the
band, poking fun at each one.
Then the band burst into a
soulful tune, a hint of the old
south hidden in their electric
sound.
Dees then introduced guest
musician Ben Glover, a folk

singer/songwriter from Northern Ireland. After crooning a
sweet acoustic melody, Glover
told the audience about Oxford ties of his own.
“I met a girl from Oxford,”
he said. “Now two years later,
she is my fiancé.”
Two more songs followed the
charming moment, after which,
author Phil Stevens related a
humorous story about losing
his luggage on the airlines.
After giving the audience a
good chuckle, he read an excerpt from his novel “Miss Me
When I’m Gone.”
Stevens’ novel’s main character is a failed folk singer by the
name of Cyrus Harper, and after the reading, Stevens played
a song written by his fictional
character. The audience was
enthralled by the beautiful
combination of music and literature,

The last featured band of the
night was John-Alex Mason,
a talent that recently opened
a show for blues icon, B. B.
King.
His groovy set featured unusual instruments such as the
djembe and bolofon along side
the guitar.
Though other members help
him play live shows and record
albums, Mason is essentially a
one-man band combining his
guitar playing with a bluesy
drawl and foot tapping.
The show ended amidst
praises of the guest musicians.
The crowd was all smiles.
“Did you enjoy it?” Mary
Lou asked me.
Before I could even respond
a companion of hers, Sue Gobbert, chimed in.
“I just love Thacker Mountain,” she said. “It’s like coming home.”

I agreed whole-heartedly. I
am not even a Mississippi native, but I felt like I belonged
as soon as I stepped foot in the
door.
As I said my good byes to my
new acquaintances, Duff Dorrough strolled in my direction.
He beckoned me to follow him
to Old Venice where I sat down
with him and his brother Marlow, a calculus professor at Ole
Miss.
I sat soaking in stories of
Oxford’s earlier days when the
scene was long-haired and bohemian. I learned about Duff ’s
previously popular band the
Tangents, and his entry into
the Oxford music scene thanks
to producing legend Jim Dickinson.
I was told of the Hoka Theater, a mecca for independent
films and music from 1976 to
1996.
“I miss the old boho scene,”
Duff said. “But I like what Oxford is today too. The Lyric has
grown, and it sounds better
than it used to. And Thacker
keeps growing.”
Small
talk
continued
throughout the meal, and I was
not the only one asking questions. Duff, who majored in
art, asked about my major.
“Taking any math classes?”
Marlow asked.
Being an English major, he
laughed about my measly three
hours needed.
“Take statistics,” he told me.
“You’ll be able to pass that.”
After story telling and joking, we finished our meals and
began the short walk to our
cars.
Duff gifted me his greatest
hits CD as we parted ways,
and I listened to his new-aged
southern style vocals on my
short drive back to campus.
Never had I imagined that
Thacker would be so intriguing.
I ended the day with new
friends, new music, a full belly and a yearning for the next
Thursday when there would be
more new talent to discover.

CLASSIFIEDS
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CLASSIFIEDS
INFORMATION
To place your ad in The
Daily Mississippian
Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.
com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one
day in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday
through Friday year round,
when school is in session.

Classified ads must be
prepaid.
All major credit cards accepted.
RATES:
- $ . 25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run
Additional Features
(Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $ . 50 per
word

To place your ad online:
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

FALLSGROVE NEW 3 bdrms/3 baths,
1.5 mile from university, $1500.00
month facebook Fallsgrove Smith
(662)281-0225
Nice 1 bd/1ba No Pets, All Electric,
Stove, Refrigerator, Water, Sewer, Furnished. Starting at 330.00/ month. (662)
801-1499. No call after 6 pm
3BR/2BA all appliances. Pets ok.
College Hill area. $825 mo. 662-9029738
Brick Farmhouse- 3BD/1.5BA. 9
miles from Oxford. Very private. Married couple or graduate student only.
$700/month. Call (662)234-4352 after
6pm. References/deposit required.
3 bedroom 3 bath house off Anchorage Rd. Rent for June & July
$1200/ month (601)940-8133
3bedroom 2bath excellent location
near campus, all appliances, big yard,
newly renovated $1200/ mo (662)8328635
2BD/1BA Across from Hospital
just off South Lamar. Very quiet and private. New tile and granite. New appliances. W/D furnished. Fully furnished
w/furniture. Available now. $650/month.
(662)895-9507.

Condo for Rent
New 4BD/4.5BA Condominium in a
quiet neighborhood. $800/mo. Now thru
July. (662)801-4170 or (662)234-6736.
2br/1ba Fully Furnished, washer/
dryer included. Walking distance to
campus, secluded and quiet. Ready to
move in. Perfect for grad/ law/ professionals. $600/ month plus utilities. Call
(662)234-0467
3BR, 2BA for Rent Turnberry Condos off Old Taylor Rd. Gated Community, Pool, $1000 per month. (901)2392267

2 BLOCKS FROM SQUARE AVAILABLE-JUNE 3BR/2.5BA OFF SQUARE
HEARTPINE FLOORS/ STAINLESS
APPL/ GRANITE TOPS WHIT@KESSINGER (217)971-2923
CONDO FOR RENT 2 BD 1.5BA BEST
LOCATION -NEWLY REMODELED,
walk to campus. $700/ month plus deposit Call 662-816-3955
3BD/3BA Fallsgrove Townhouse- New unit. Fireplace, washer/
dryer. Less than 1 mile from the Square.
(662)202-6360.
MUST RENT. MAKE YOUR OFFER.
Fully furnished 3br2ba Turnberry
condo. URGENT. $1,450/ mo OBO!
(662)801-8552
Motivated To Rent. Make Offer. Fully Furnished 3ba2ba Turnberry
Condo. No Deposit! $1,450/ mo OBO!
(662)801-8552

Weekend Rental
not just football rentals
Weekends and more! Event weekend
availability/ pricing online. Check with
Kay for other dates. www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692

Cleaning

Full-time
Phone reps needed for all shifts.
Payliance in Oxford, MS is looking for
driven, professional individuals with
previous collection experience, or
telemarketing experience. Candidate
should be able to work in a fast paced
environment. Basic computer knowledge required. Bonuses based upon
performance. Apply in person Monday
through Friday at 2612 Jackson Avenue, Oxford, MS 38655.

House for Rent
FURNISHED

3 bedroom/2bath home
Like new; lawn service included. $1100
mo. Mature only.
662-329-1442 (662)574-0066

theDMonline.com

DM

BARTENDING $300/DAY POTENTIAL
No Experience Necessary, Training Available. Call 1-800-965-6520
EXT155

0 grams
Trans Fat!

Health & Fitness
MASSAGE SPECIAL!! Mention this
ad and receive 50% OFF a Half-hour
massage. Book today! Space is
limited! Offer is good through Feb
12th. www. TherapeuticBliss.com
(662)234-3400

Miscellaneous

As part of the Spring 2011 Visiting Speaker Series
the Croft Institute presents

no
over

c

Washington’s Critical Challenges
in the Middle East
Roger Pajak
U.S. Intelligence Community

Croft lectures are free and open to the public.
For more information or if you require assistance relating to a disability,
please contact Brooke Worthy at 662-915-1500 or HYPERLINK
“mailto:bworthy@olemiss.edu” bworthy@olemiss.edu.
www.croft.olemiss.edu
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Tuesday, February 8 – 7:00 PM – Croft 107
Dr. Roger Pajak, a senior adviser in the U.S. Intelligence Community,
was formerly Senior Intelligence Adviser at the National Reconnaissance
Office and Senior Research Associate with L-3 Communications, Inc.
in Washington, D.C. He earlier was National Security Adviser for Russia
and the Middle East to the U.S. Secretary of the Treasury, as well as
the Secretary’s Principal Adviser for Counterterrorism and International
Organized Crime. Dr. Pajak will speak on some of the critical issues
facing the U.S. in the Middle East.
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Please Drink Responsibly

Tired of Roommates? 1BR w/ office. $495. Or furnished @ $625. 1 mile
to campus. Newly renovated. (662)2341550. www.pinegroveoxford.com
1,2,3 bedroom apts. available.
Only 1 mile from campus. Check us
out www.liveatlexingtonpointeapts.com
for photos, virtual tours and floorplans.
Cable and internet included! Pets welcome. 662-281-0402
Available now 1bd apartments At The Cove. $495/month.
(662)234-1422

IT Positions - End2End Public Safety has openings for technical
support positions. Seeking students
wanting to gain experience in IT
industry. Great experience for MIS, CIS
majors, or any student looking for a career in technology.
Responsibilities: Duties entail: Technical support via phone and email for
software applications, installation of
applications, trouble shooting. Great
opportunity to learn all aspects of software
development, support, and project management. Flexible hours, $7.50 and up
per hour. Send resume
to employment@arms.com. (662)5130999

non-condensed

Part-time

House Cleaning AvailableMonday-Friday. Reasonable rates. References available. Call (662)316-2360.

201 BISHOP HALL
Apartment for Rent
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Pregnancy Test Center Pregnancy Test, Limited Ultrasound, Information on Abortion Effects, Parenting
and Adoption. All services are free and
confidential.
www.pregnancyoxford.
com. (662)234-4414
Liquidation
SaleNew&UsedCreations. North Lamar/
Molly Barr. Furniture, antiques, TVs,
clothes/shoes, formal&wedding dresses, misc. (662)607-4256.

The DM reserves the right to
refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable
products or services.

662.915.5503
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7PM-CLOsSE: “Best Well select!”ion
on the square
•$2.50 well
• $3.00 bellinis

1112 Van Buren • 236-6872 • www.oVpc.com

Your Off Campus Fitness Alternative
Classes:
Zumba
Pilates
Group Strength
Spinning
& more!
large Weight room
Plenty of Cardio

1500 University Ave

236-6999

Free Guest Pass - Bring in this ad for a free workout
Offer expires 2/15

Limit two per person
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Tyler finds success after football
BY JACOB BATTE
The Daily Mississippian

In spring 2008, Kermit Tyler
signed a football scholarship
with the University of Mississippi.
There were high hopes surrounding Tyler, an offensive
guard rated as a three-star recruit by both Rivals.com and
Scout.com. But that summer,
while working-out with the
team, Tyler had an allergic
reaction that later had lifechanging implications.
“The second time that (the
allergic reaction) happened to
me, Coach (Houston) Nutt
and the other coaches got me
to the doctor,” Tyler said.
What they found was that
Tyler had a rare allergy, known
as heat-induced anaphylaxis,
with symptoms including nausea and swelling of the lungs
and throat.

“The coaches did not find
anything different,” Tyler said.
“The tests that they ran here I
had never done at home. They
knew about it, but they didn’t
really go in to it. The coaches
here really went in-depth, and
they found out that it could be
deadly.”
Tyler’s doctors and coaches
then determined that he could
no longer play football.
“That hurt. To be honest, me
and my fiancee still talk about
it today, and it still hurts like
the day when I first heard it.”
Tyler said. “I actually remember it like it was yesterday when
Coach Nutt called me and told
me I couldn’t play any more.
It upset me, my father and my
mother for a long time, and it
still does today.”
While Tyler struggled with
the reality that he would no
longer play the game he loved
so much, the Ole Miss coach-

ing staff stuck by Tyler and
honored his scholarship at the
University.
“I appreciate everything that
Coach Nutt, his staff, and the
University have done for me,”
Tyler said. “I really don’t think
that the same outcome could
have happened anywhere else.”
Though Tyler hasn’t spent
any time on the gridiron at
Ole Miss, the junior business
administration and human resources management major has
been busy as a normal college
kid.
“School, school, school,” Tyler said. “I’ve just been trying
to graduate. I’m engaged so I’m
working on getting this wedding set up and set up an internship for next spring.”
In 2009 Tyler got a job working with former Ole Miss football player Jamil Northcutt at
the Starnes Athletic Training
Center. Northcutt has played

an important role in Tyler’s life
over the past couple of years.
“Mr. Jamil Northcutt was
more of a mentor to me during the whole 2009 season,”
Tyler said. “We talked about
life without football and how I
should seize the opportunity of
getting my education.”
While Tyler can’t play football, that hasn’t meant that he
kept his distance from the Ole
Miss football program. He has
remained close with both the
players and coaches.
“My freshman year I really
didn’t participate in anything,
and last year was kind of difficult,” Tyler said. “Coach Nutt
and I talked about that because
school kept me busy all the
time. I didn’t have time to go
to practice – I didn’t have time
to do anything.” Tyler said.
“But the 2009 season, the second time we won the Cotton
Bowl – that really was my best

experience.
“I was around the players
all the time; I was around the
coaches a lot; I helped (offensive line) coach (Mike) Markuson any way I could. Coach
Nutt actually called me a couple of days before the Cotton
Bowl to come to Dallas, and
that was the best experience of
my life.”
Tyler watched his former
teammates’ struggle this past
season – struggling to a measly
4-8 record. However, Tyler said
he believes Nutt and staff will
turn things around in 2011.
“I think we’re going to be
more balanced this year.” Tyler said. “I think we’re going
to come together, like our first
two years. Last year was a struggle, but we’re going to bounce
back from that. We have a lot
of players coming back, and I
think the guys are going to step
up.”

season.
The senior All-American
began his outstanding spring
campaign last year by carding

five birdies for a final round 67
to take the title by one. That
was the second of three wins
for Randolph in 2009-10.

OLE MISS SPORTS INFORMATION

Randolph earns top 10 finish at Jones cup
Ole Miss men’s golfer Jonathan Randolph came within
one point of the lead on Sunday in the final round of the
Jones Cup Invitational, but
four bogeys on the back nine
left him tied for 8th in the final
standings.
Still, it marked the highest
finish by a Rebel in the tournament.
Randolph came into the final
round just three back and birdied two of the first three holes
to get within one of the lead.
The four back-nine bogeys
left him with a 76 for a threeday total of 73-73-76--222,
good enough for a top 10 finish in the 90-player field.
“I was in the hunt at 1-over
going into the 9th hole. If I
could have just pared in, I

would have been in a playoff,”
Randolph said. “It was the
hardest course I’ve ever played
in my life. If you make a mistake, it’s going to be magnified.
Counting these three rounds,
I’ve only played five rounds this
year with all the bad weather we’ve had. I did the best I
could. I don’t have any regrets.
I learned a lot this weekend.
The more times you put
yourself in contention, the
more you’re going to learn. I
am ready to get back to work
and be ready for our first tournament next weekend.”
LSU senior John Peterson
shot a 4-under 68 in the final
round to tie with junior standout Jordan Spieth after 54
holes. Peterson was one of only

two players in the entire field
to post a round in the 60s during the tournament.
Alabama junior Bud Cauley,
who led after 36 holes, finished
tied for third.
The Jones Cup was a who’s
who of amateur golfers from
all over the world, including
last year’s NCAA Champion
and the reigning U.S. amateur
champion.
“I know the weather was
tough and scores were high,
but Jonathan hung in there for
a top 10 finish in a very strong
field,” said Head Coach Ernest
Ross.
Randolph will now turn his
attention to defending his title
at the Gator Invitational this
weekend in Gainesville, Fla.,
as Ole Miss opens the spring
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With NFL season over, talk shifts to collective bargaining agreement

FILE PHOTO | The Daily Mississippian

Former Ole Miss receiver Mike Wallace, now with the Pittsburgh, caught a touchdown pass in the Steelers’ loss to the Green Bay Packers Sunday in Super Bowl XLV. If the NFL players and owners can’t make a
deal, there might not be a Super Bowl next year.

BY ANDREW DICKSON
The Daily Mississippian

Now that Super Bowl XLV
is in the books and the 20102011 NFL season has come to
a close, the talk around football circles should shift to the
upcoming draft and free agency
period. However, word of a
possible lockout and work stoppage in the NFL has dominated
the conversation instead.
I’d like to preface this column
with an ominous history lesson
meant for anyone naive enough
to believe that a year without professional football as we
know it is not a real possibility.
The NFL faced a similar dis-

pute in 1987 that resulted in
owners using replacement players for a few games, the MLB
cancelling both playoffs and
the World Series in 1994, and
the NBA losing half a season in
1998-1999. Most recently, the
2004-2005 NHL season was
not played due to a labor dispute.
Wars and struggles among
city-states were postponed until the completion of the Olympic games in Ancient Greece.
In America, the games won’t be
played until everyone is paid.
The current labor dispute in
the NFL has several roadblocks
to overcome before the two
sides involved – the players and

the owners, for simplicity – can
reach an agreement.
The first issue I’ll discuss
should be the easiest to resolve:
the rookie salary cap. Owners are concerned because the
going rate for a top-five pick
is steadily increasing, and the
NFL Draft isn’t exactly an exact science. Furthermore, many
veteran players favor a rookie
salary cap since some top picks
enter the league making much
more money, despite not having proven any playing skill.
Next, is the proposed 18game schedule that doesn’t excite the people it should: the
players and the fans.
It’s no secret that preseason
games aren’t fan favorites, and
while the proposed new schedule would remove two preseason games and add them to
the regular season, two more
“competitive” games would put

the players at a higher risk for
injury. Talks of expanding the
regular season schedule – thus
heightening risk of injury –
have not done anything to help
the health care discussion between the same two parties.
Players argue that if the season is to be lengthened by two
more “competitive” games,
their health care benefits should
increase as well.
The NFL currently covers
health care for players for five
years after they leave the league,
but the players argue that two
additional regular season games
warrant an extension of this
policy.
The issue is further complicated since players must play
three years to earn five years of
coverage, but the average shelf
life of an NFL player is a mere
3.6 years.
Lastly, some owners say

that equal sharing of revenue
throughout the league isn’t in
its best interest, but I argue that
revenue sharing is part of what
has made the NFL a multi-billion dollar industry.
Equal opportunity allows for
parity and more competitive
teams: If the NFL were to remove revenue sharing and not
reinstitute the salary cap, large
market teams would spend
as much money on players as
they want, just like they do in
MLB.
Over time, small-market
teams wouldn’t be able to compete for championships on a
consistent basis, and some of
the NFL’s most storied franchises happen to be in small
markets.
The financial implications of
a lockout are also scary. Television stations and their advertisers would be affected along with
the fantasy football market,
gambling outlets, merchandisers that sell NFL apparel, etc.
– the ripple effect is endless.
Millionaires fighting over
their millions will not go over
well in America circa 2011 for
very long. We’ll put up with
the Black Eyed Peas and Brett
Favre, but only if a game is being played.
After all, compromise makes
the world go ‘round.

